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ARTICLE APPEARED

Bulgarian in the Pope Inquiry: - /&=
DoILook lee a Consp1rator?

NEW YORK TIMES
26 JANUARY 1983

wwmn«mm ; - . attaché case with pistols and grenades.

SOFIA Bulgaria, Jan. 24 — With in- |
dignation, two Bulgarian officials |

wanted for questioning by an Italian :

magistrate said they were innocent of

any involvement in the shooting of Pope

John Paul II.

- The two officials, who until receatly

served in the Bulgarian Embassy in

Rome, were interviewed separately by
ent with the Government.

One official, Todor S Ayva-
sov, until recently the chief accountant
of the Bulgarian Embassy in Rome,
said, ‘“Now that you have met me and
talked with me man-to-man, please tell
me frankly: Do you really think I look
like a conspirator of murder?”’

Mr. Ayvasov, 39 years old, is wgll

- built, has dark hair and displays a
ready smile and the ruddiness of a man
who has just returned from a week’s
skiing with his 13-year-old son. His blue
blazer, dark flannel trousers and smart
‘blue-stripe tie, far from the bulk and
drab of Bulgarlan tailoring, show the
‘benefitsof a thtee-yearstaymltnly

e Major BackinUniform -

Maj. Zhelio Kolev Vassilev, unlikehis | |

former embassy- colleague, no langer
wears smart Italian tai . His re-
tum to Bulgaria from his year
semi-diplomatic assignment as secre-
tary to the military attaché has put him
back into the greenish-brown of an offi-
ceroftheBulgaﬂanArm’sarmmed
branch. i

Major Vassilev, 40, isshortandwiry
He appeared as
the image of what he called himself —
“a tank officer of the Warsaw Pact
armiw"-—withpﬁdesbftenedbya
snlckerofself

answering q
demntheterroﬁsmongca"heaid.
“lhaveneverseenh!mandmerm

S Mr, Ayvuovfoldednndunt&dedhis
yiewbmdidnotrefermitstaxtmﬁnhe
end of an houriong conversatian to enter
a similar denial and euﬂomnaﬂon of|

" ThetwoB saidtheyhadmet
businessman !

disciplined and soberas |

! .mncesotmalembassiain&m.

“wmal

peldrCelenk & Turkish
and suspected narcotics and arms

todenythechargsagainstltsciﬂzm
-that the Italians are still

investiga
Asked what his impression of him qwg, .

- Major Vassilev saxd *“‘He is not a'begin-
nermbusinss

ding to Italian press reports
that Mehmet Ali Agca, the Turk con-

‘ofromasecmtasent's
" novels,” be said. “I led an ordinary

vxctedofshootingtbe?ope A
familiarity with the three Buigarians; house in
who are implicated by describing one or; the embassy, was under \
more of their apartments and citing veillance by Italian agents and that he
their unlisted telephone numbers, Mr. would have been an uncommonly stupid-
Ayvasov said he had not had a tele- spy if he had driven the assassin to the
phone. Major Vassilev said the three. scene himself and gone to his house to
apartments in which he successively up weapons on the way.
hvedhadﬁolephmeslistedmthe&rown— After the mnrderof Aldo Moro, the
“1 Ageamenﬂonedmy vate num- aasﬂevaid.lnlhnamhmﬁes:
ber,” the major said, “‘it proves the se- lnvitedtheemb-uytoarmsomeotml
cret service gave it to him. Frequently  staff staff in self-defense. had de-
it went off for half an hour because the' m:mmuof%eﬂght heuid.
officer lt must htve gone out no weapons at the embassy.
‘fora cup Theotﬂcialssudtheyhadalibiﬂm'
Ma]orVassilevrehmedtogivehisad] thethmedaysinquesuonmtmﬂmedto
dresses. “If Italy is interested,” disclose them.
said, “‘let them find out.” . " - ,v' .;Imwwlaantladmmyn 12
August wouldn’t be 8o naive as to
Left Rome in uﬂittothepms"themajormd “It
. MajorVassﬂevsaidheleftRomeint glveAgm'spilotsachaneeto
August, before the arrest of Sergei Iva-| correct their accusations.”
tive of the!  Tne officer asserted that the Turkish
mm“““"‘i” terrorist was being prompted in his ac- .
YWW“%W’““W cusations by the Italian secret services. ;
was before his| The purpose, he said, was either to di-
name 8p-| gert attentiofn from scandals that had

E

th . ::dpxeparln:m of eaut-

e case anactofa “It!samrrvwviewthatotﬁythelul-
tion if warranted. iam are playing a part in this
Mr. Ayvasov lett Rame on¥Nov. 5, on; 4 * he said. But neither official

press that the Central Intelli-
inRome. Hesaid gmeeAgencylsbehindtheamaﬂm

himtodut:esuttheminls-
try. He said he was in charge of the fi-

. ‘ltSoemulEvenany’ .

“My first impulse was to retum to
Italy, immunity or no, to reply,” he
isaid, his voice rising. *It seemed even:
hmnyatﬁrst,ammah.nntlkmwthe
reulityinluly and I knowwhat kind of

tees I could il

; Mafor Vassilev helndbeenmu-
ssigned to an armor command that kept |
‘him partlyin the field and in the
geaplul.ﬂemrnedatthe of his|

assignment, he said, emphasiz-:
;ingthathuuyadlonguthanupeaed
§ eventookavucaﬂminltdyam
introducing his successor to his duties.
+ “My life in Rome was !
in the spy'

_working man’s life, regular hours, not
. rich in social events — the life of a Bul-
garian in a foreign country. .

““It was my first foreign assignment
.and probably my last,’”” Major Vassilev
continued. “What country would accept
a ma;orterronst?" He shrugged.

- The two spoke with scorn of charges
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